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the Nahuas5 prior to their arrival in the Valley of
Mexico. That they came from some distant locality
in the north is clearly proved by their codices or
written records, but unfortunately many of these are
missing, having been destroyed by the fanatical
Spanish priests. The name Aztec means "Crane
People," and traditions and codices agree that their
original home was a spot called Aztlan (the Place
of Reeds) which some authorities have identified with
California, Other spots mentioned in the codices and
legends are Tlapallan (the Country of Bright
Colors) and Chicomoztoc (the Seven Caves).
The fact that the wanderers selected the marshy
shores of a lake as the site for their capital would
indicate that they came from a marshy country.
Fortunately for us, the Aztec Empire was still
flourishing when the Europeans arrived on the
scene, and hence, as in the case of the Incan Empire*
we have a great deal more definite knowledge of their
civilization than it is possible to obtain in regard to
the Mayan and other civilizations which had vanished
before the coming of the Spaniards.
But unfortunately, the Dons took far too little
interest in the ethnological or archeological features
of the natives. They were after gold and other treas-
ure, and their campaign was one of wholesale de-
struction. Few of the leaders were more than
illiterate adventurers, and the padres, who were the
only men able to record scientific matters, were more
interested in converting the natives to Christianity,
or in destroying pagan gods and temples, than in
studying their customs, beliefs and arts. To be sure,
some of the priests and some of the laymen took a